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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Regarding claim 1, the term "the corresponding user" on lines 12-13 has not 

been defined and should be replaced with -a corresponding one of the users- to 
improve the clarity of the claim. 

Regarding claim 6, the term "the corresponding user" on lines 23-24 has not 
been defined and should be replaced with -a corresponding one of the users- to 
improve the clarity of the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kurihara(EP 1 164 503 A2). 

Regarding claim 1, Kurihara anticipates: 

A content delivery system for connecting terminal apparatuses of users to a 
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content management unit of a service provider managing a plurality of contents 
via a computer network (Abstract), said service provider delivering said contents 
to said users over said computer network (Abstract), said content management 
unit comprising: 

content file storing means for storing files of said contents (column 2, lines 14-17, 
with storing of files); 

user-oriented content storing means in which a user area of a predetermined size 
is allocated to each of said users for the storage of a content owned by the 
corresponding user (column 2, lines 35-37, with an area for storing assigned to 
each user); 

file managing means for managing the content files stored in said content file 
storing means and the contents stored in the user areas of said user-oriented 
content storing means (column 2, lines 34-34, with managing the content library 
and lines 37-38 for managing the storing means); and 

content delivering means for providing said users with streaming delivery of said 
contents stored in said user areas (column 13, lines 13-16, with the stream being 
reproduced and sent to the user); 

wherein each of said users is charged a usage fee proportional to the user area 
size allocated to the corresponding user in said user-oriented content storing 
means (column 6, lines 41-44, with the user being charged corresponding to the 
size of the user area). 
Regarding claim 2, Kurihara anticipates: 
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The content delivery system of claim 1 , wherein said content files are moving 
picture files (column 1 1 , lines 27-32, with the video folder storing video content, seen as 
moving pictures). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Kurihara anticipates: 

The content delivery system according to claim 1, wherein a copied content file is 
stored into said user area of a given user as the content owned by the corresponding 
user and wherein a link file linked to a content file is stored into said user area of a given 
user in lieu of the content owned by the corresponding user (column 7, lines 28-31 and 
lines 39-42, where the content can be copied into the user area or simply linked to from 
the user area). 

Regarding claim 6, Kurihara anticipates: 

A content delivery apparatus comprising: 

content file storing means for storing a plurality of content files (column 2, lines 
14-17, with storing of files); 

user-oriented content storing means in which a user area of a predetermined size 
is allocated to each of users for the storage of a content owned by the 
corresponding user (column 2, lines 35-37, with an area for storing assigned to 
each user), the user area size being subject to charging of a usage fee (column 
6, lines 41-44, with the user being charged corresponding to the size of the user 
area); 

file managing means for managing the content files stored in said content file 
storing means and the contents stored in the user areas of said user-oriented 
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content storing means (column 2, lines 34-34, with managing the content library 
and lines 37-38 for managing the storing means); and 

content delivering means for providing said users with streaming delivery of said 
contents stored in said user areas (column 13, lines 13-16, with the stream being 
reproduced and sent to the user). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kurihara (EP 1 164 503 A2) in view of Parulski et al. (US 6,629,104). 

Regarding claim 3, Kurihara discloses all of the limitations as described above 
including displaying content on a streaming screen to a user (Figure 10, and column 12, 
lines 21-26, with the streaming reproduction of content after a user clicks on a 
thumbnail). Kurihara does not disclose superposing personal information about a given 
user onto the screen. The general concept of adding a user name to a picture in a 
processing system is well known in the art as illustrated by Parulski et al. Parulski et al. 
teaches that names or other titles can be systematically added to any picture document 
and then can be stored or displayed (Figure 6, with the current labels being displayed 
about a certain picture, seen as personal information being displayed in a superposed 
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fashion on a screen of the delivered content). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Kurihara's streaming screen 
with superposed personal information regarding users as part of picture processing as 
taught by Parulski et al. in order to better classify retrieved content provided by the user 
as noted in Parulski et al.'s disclosure on column 1, lines 47-50. 

Regarding claim 7, Kurihara discloses all of the limitations as described above 
including having the content consist of moving picture files (column 1 1 , lines 27-32, with 
the video folder storing video content, seen as moving pictures) and displaying content 
on a streaming screen to a user (Figure 10, and column 12, lines 21-26, with the 
streaming reproduction of content after a user clicks on a thumbnail). Kurihara does not 
disclose superposing personal information about a given user onto the screen and then 
delivering the content after the processing. The general concept of adding a user name 
to a picture in a processing system is well known in the art as illustrated by Parulski et 
al. Parulski et al. teaches that names or other titles can be systematically added to any 
picture document and then can be stored or displayed (Figure 6, with the current labels 
being displayed about a certain picture, seen as personal information being displayed in 
a superposed fashion on a screen of the delivered content, and this is displayed after 
the processing takes place). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Kurihara's streaming screen with superposed 
personal information regarding users as part of picture processing as taught by Parulski 
et al. in order to better classify retrieved content provided by the user as noted in 
Parulski et al.'s disclosure on column 1 , lines 47-50. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam S. Weintrop whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1604. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz Jules can be reached on 571-272-6681 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AW 5/1 1/07 



FRANTZ JULES 
SUPERVISORY PftTEKT eXAM' NER 
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